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ages 8 to 18 have TVs in their bedrooms, and many of these 
have access to cable or satellite TV (Uzoma 2015). Children 
ages 2 to 11 watch, on average, over 100 hours of TV each 
month; add to that time with other devices, and the figure 
increases by 50% (Nielsen 2014). Television presents a 
simple, stereotyped view of life, from advertisements to 
situation comedies to soap operas. Women in soap operas 
and ads, especially those working outside the home, are 
often depicted as having problems in carrying out their 
role responsibilities.

Films and television series in the United States seldom 
feature average-size or older women. Most U.S. films fea-
ture stars who are attractive and thin, presenting an often 
unattainable model for young women (Taub and McLorg 
2010). In U.S. television, overweight women are almost 
entirely depicted as comic figures. By comparison, a much 
greater variety of ages and body types is seen in British 
productions (such as the films The Best Exotic Marigold 
Hotel and Philomena).

Educational Systems.  Girls and boys often have very dif-
ferent experiences in school. As noted in the upcoming 
examples, educational systems socialize children through 
classroom, lunchroom, and playground activities; students’ 
popularity and recognition; sports and Title IX programs; 
and teachers’ attitudes and expectations. In academics, girls 
achieve at a higher level than boys overall. According to a 
recent study, girls have better social and behavioral skills 
than boys and are more likely to study, whereas boys have 
lower engagement in school and weaker preparation 
(DiPrete and Buchmann 2013). However, in subjects that 
lead to high-paying jobs such as high-level physics and math 
courses, girls lag. Recent concerns over the number of sci-
entists and engineers needed and the lack of students pursu-
ing these careers points to the subtle and blatant biases 
against women, especially women of color, but also raises 
questions about boys’ education.

Past debates about the causes for women’s lower  
performance in math and fewer women entering  

Like most U.S. glamour stars, Kate Bosworth (left) must conform to the image of very thin, shapely femininity. By contrast, an older, 
not particularly thin actor, Dame Judi Dench (right) stars in many BBC productions and played a leading role in The Second Best 
Exotic Marigold Hotel—a movie largely about old people.
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